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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH 
July 1, 1978 - June 30, 1979 
To the Commissioner of Agriculture: 
In accordance with Section 38 of Chapter 129 of the General Laws, 
I herewith submit a report of the activit i es of the Division of 
Animal Health, Department of Food and Agriculture, for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 1978 and ending June 30, 1979. 
Mr. Walter F. Lewis, Director of the Division of Animal Health, 
retired on December 31, 1978. Dr. Victor P. LaBranche, Senior 
Veterinary Officer for the Division, served as Acting Director 
through March 10, 1979. Mabel A. Owen was appointed as Director 
on March 11, 1979. 
Tubercmlosis-testing (Cattle) in the Commonwealth remains on a 
three-year rotation (ie; each herd tested once in every three 
years) although many herds are actually tested annually since 
they market their milk in areas which require annual tuberculin 
testing of source herds. A total of 31,891 animals in 671 herds 
were tested. er theBe, 12,296 animals in ~53 herds were done 
by State-salaried Veterinarians and 19,558 animals in 417 herds 
by area Veterinarians working on a fee basis. Of the total, ~6 
animals were considered test-deviates with 16 declared reactors 
on the basis of the Comparative Cervical Test. There was a 6% 
drop in cattle numbers for fy 1979, reflecting a net drop of 
seventy in herd totals for the same period. Although the reactor 
total was notably higher than previous years it is felt that 
this more accurately portrays increasing test vigilance and not 
a serious disease threat. Market-cattle monitoring for this 
disease continues, as does our import testing requirement. 
Although several equine deaths in 1979 were suspected to have 
been the result of Equine Encephalitis, laboratory tests were 
negative for the disease. A press release urging all horse and 
pony owners to have their animals vaccinated was issued in the 
early spring. License mailings to all Riding Schools and Riding 
Instructors also included thi s i nformation. Since vaccination 
against this disease is considered totally effective, continuing 
public education is an important factor for its control. 
Programs to control the incidence of Bovine Brucellosis in our 
cattle herds form a major part of this Division's over-all 
disease control work. The State continues to be Certified-Free 
Status in Brucellosis. Calf-hood vaccination is an important 
facet of the program. 9,069 animals in 1661 herds were vac-
c inated a t state expense, either by salaried Veterinarians or 
those working for us on a fee basis. A total of 31,533 Brucellosis 
tests were maae in fy 1979, disclosing 232 reactors ana 481 sus-
pects. All reactors were s l aughtered and indemnity payments 
either made or refused according to Chapter 527, Acts of 1956, 
and in accord with indemnities offered by the Federal Government. 
During fy 1979 a total of $250,485.29 was paid in indemnities 
for ~,066 animals. On June 30, 1979 Cumberiand Farms of 
Connecticut, Incorporated's herd on Curve Street in Bridgewater 
remains in quarantine and under State/Federal surveillance. 
The eradication program for rucellosis in Hogs continues, 
with most of the western counties now validated free. Since 
this is a voluntary program, without indemnity, a number of 
eastern counties remain strongholds for the disease. Manda-
tory testing legislation, together with indemnity for loss, 
should be enacted to complete this program. 
The program to control and eradicate Equine Infectious Anemia 
(EIA) continues to have excellent support and great succe ss. 
In fy 1979 only 13 positives were found from 16,888 tests. 
Nine counties were EIA-free for 1979, a number for the third 
consecutive year. More than half of the test-positives were 
found as a result of the testing conducted at Sales. 
Licensing of Riding Schools/Stables showed a modest increase 
for 1979. Riding Instructor licensing increased by better 
than 10%. These two programs represented an income of 
$28,611.00. The fee for a Riding School or Stable License 
remains at $50.00 per annum, regardless of the size of the 
school or stable. This remains a source of considerable 
irritation to the small operator. 
During 1979 eighty-five garbage-feeder permits were i s sued. 
Twenty-one Swine Dealer Licenses and ninety Bovine Dealer 
Licenses were also issued. A total of one hundred and 
fifty-one dealer plates accompanied the above licenses for 
use on trucks and conveyances. 
blJ import permits covering 6,859 head of cattle were issued. 
Interstate health certificates of export for 5,063 head of 
cattle were also issued. 1796 more animals were imported 
into Massachusetts than were exported from this state. Since 
disease is often "imported" into a herd , these figures point 
up the need or and excellence of our "re-testing of imports" 
rule in the Br ucellosis control program. 
The Division of Animal Health has an excellent working rela-
tionship with the United ~tates Department of Agriculture, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USD -APHIS) whose 
regional heaaquarters are in Waltham. They operate a state-
federal laboratory there for Brucellosis serology testing. 
Animal Inspectors and Veterinarians from that office assist 
us materially in areas of hog-feeding and testing as well as 
with Bovine Brucellosis and Tuberculosis testing and surveil-
lance. 
we also enjoy an excellent relationship with the Massachusetts 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals whose Agents 
conduct most of the inspections for Pet Shops and Horse Stables 
and who also assist us most capably with hearings and/or law 
cases involving infractions of the Pet Shop and Stable laws. 
• 
We are very gratefu~ to both associate groups and hope and 
trust the present gooa rapport wi~l continue and grow. 
On the following pages are statistics and detailed infor-
mation covering t he activities of the Division of Animal 
Health for fy 1979. 
Respectfully submitted, 
n(.A_ u a . o,LUJl,vU 
Mabel A. Owen, Director 
• 
BOVINE TUBfRC'ULocrs 
Th8re wer 0 siv hunrlred seventv-o P (h71) tubercu in herd 
-1::P-sts, thirtv-orn" thousc=mn eir-ht hundrPn ninetv-one (-;i:l, 891) 
Rnim.:=il tests ;:ippl ieci to ,,,hic twPntv-si x ( ?6 were declRre<'i 
DevlRtes. Upon comnRrative cervical retest, many '1ere de-
ne~ative and there were sixteen (16) Peactors. The previous 
fiscal year there were seven hundred fifty-seven (757) tu-
berculin hArd tests and thirty-thrPe thousanci eight hundred 
forty-nine (?~,849) Animal tests applied to which one (1) wBs 
renorted as B ReRctor . 
One hundred forty-nine (149) herds contRining two 
thousand six hundred seventy-one (2,671) head of cattle in-
cluded in the census report of June "'iO, 1978 were disposed 
of by the owners prior to the census period ending June ~O, 
1979 . 
Seventy-nine (79) herds containing one thousand forty 
(1,040) head of cattle to ,.,hich testing has not previously 
been conducted are included in the census report of the 
period ending June ?0, 1979. 
~uberculin tests are conductgd by State and Federal 
accredited veterinarians under a State and Federal Coopera-
tive Plan for the establishment of tu erculosis free herds 
and the eradication of bovine tuberculosis. 
Follo"inR is a summary of the tuberculin tests as made 
by veterinarians for the twelve month period of this report: 
HERDS HEAD REACTORS 
Veterinarians paid y the State 
on a salarv basis 25"'i 12 , ~96 16 
Veterinarians paid by the State 
as Program Agents 417 19,5S8 
Veterinarians paid bv the Fed-
eral Government on a salarv basis 1 "37 
671 -::Sl,89 16 
I 
• 
COUNTY HERDS 
Barnstable 4 
Berkshire 300 
Bristol 241 
Dukes 17 
Essex 106 
Franklin 361 
Hampden 195 
Hampshire 318 
Middle sex 161 
Norfolk 68 
Plymouth 138 
Suffolk 
-
Worcester 544 
TOTALS 2,453 
' -
\ 
~ 
COUNTY OEN SUS 
AS OF 
JUNE 30 1 1979 
HEAD 
--
55 
13,692 
9,389 
286 
3,608 
12,713 
5,481 
11,281 
4,730 
1,618 
4,248 
-
18,679 
85,780 
100 or More Head 
HERDS HEAD 
- -
45 6,111 
18 3,536 
- -
9 1,567 
40 3,276 
11 1 ~589 
28 4,721 
13 1,913 
3 375 
11 1,775 
- - -
38 5,618 
216 30,481 
• 
• 
I I ;;" / 
1979 Fiscal 
ANNUAL INSPECTION OF NEAT CATTLE, HORSES, SWINE, SHEEP, AND GOATS 
In accordance with Section 10, Chapter 129 of the General Laws 
the annual inspection of neat cattle, horses, swine, sheep and 
goats and of the premises where kept was completed. 
Reports received from the cities and towns showed that inspec-
tion indicated the following information: 
HORSES 
NEAT AND SWINE SWINE 
COUNTY HERDS CATTLE PONIES HERDS HEADS SHEEP GOATS 
Barnstable 2fr 109 900 28 99 126· 150 
Berkshire 399 13,381 1,653 78 463 531 226 
Bristol 357 9,538 1,818 110 6,356 504 421 
Dukes 32 338 291 25 70 123 143 
Essex 157 3,246 3,162 48 3,561 564 242 
Franklin 433 14,540 1,163 82 444 413 202 
Hampden 263 6,187 1,395 42 569 522 139 
Hampshire 350 11,637 1,450 55 2,405 814 232 
Middlesex 221 4,914 3,698 97 8,183 775 387 
Nantucket 1 21 41 2 3 1 
Norfolk 102 1,741 1,763 38 405 702 172 
Plymouth 212 5,146 2,233 79 3,729 . ,!6f~9 527 
Suffolk 
Worcester 825 22,036 3,610 206 12,953 1,282 518 
TOTALS 3,3.76 92,834 23,177 890 39,240 6,899 3,360 
Of the total number of cattle inspected, fifty-nine thousand five 
hundred and seventy-nine (59,579) were grade dairy cow~, heifers and calves; 
sixteen thousand three hundred and five (16,305) were purebred dairy 
cows, heifers and calves. There were also two Hundred and four (204) 
purebred bulls listed • . 
Also there were many miscellaneous animals such as donkeys, roosters, 
geese, chickens, ducks, turkeys, burros, llamas, oxen, buffalo, mules, 
deers, fowl, Mink. 
,_ 
MONTH 
July 1978 
Aq~ust 
September 
I 
October 
November 
I December l January 1979 l February l 
March 
April 
' 
May I June 
l j TOTAL 
·---
PROGRAM CALFHOOD VACCINATIONS 
(STATE'S EXPENSE) 
HERDS 
137 
82 
158 
142 
143 
190 
228 
120 
115 
103 
153 
_..2.Q. 
1661 
HEAD 
--
642 
350 
767 
739 
882 
1164 
1351 
676 
583 
551 
923 
J!!¾.!. 
9069 
__ _j 
BRUCELLOSIS 
The Brucellosis program has been carried on in accordance with 
Chapter 527, Acts of 1956. 
During the fiscal year 1979 reimbursement to owners was made for 
two thousand and sixty six (2,066) cattle reactors (2,056-grade & 
10-purebred) amounting to two hundred and fifty thousand four 
hundred and eighty five dollars and twenty nine cents ($250,485.29). 
Listed on the following page is a tabulation of the results of 
laboratory examination of the blood samples from cattle under this 
program; also from goats and swine. 
• 
Negative 
Cattle 30,727 
Goats 1,184 
Swine 4,801 
Sheep 9 
Misc. 5 
TOTALS 36,726 
BRUCELLOSIS 
7/1/78 - 6/J0/79 
.Reactors 
232 
167 
399 
Suspicious 
481 
3 
44 
528 
-i:-Others 
93 
10 
118 
~~Containers broken, insuf.ficient 
amount o.f serum, hemolyzed. 
Totals 
31,533 
1,197 
5,027 
9 
5 
37,771 
Miscellaneous: Canine and Bu.f.falo 
Validated Herds: SWINE 
Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Swine in Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Negative 
3,414 
MILK RING TESTS 
Suspicious 
36 
109 
2,685 
TOTAL 
3,450 
GOATS 
7/1/78 - 6/30/79 
This Division arranges for the tuberculin testing 
and blood testing o~ goats provided the owner signs an 
agreement to the effect that any goats declared as re-
actors to either test would be immediately disposed of 
for slaughter with no compensation allowed by the 
Commonwealth. 
Under the new T.B. testing program goats will be 
tested at o"WO.er's request on the same basis as cattle, 
every three years. 
RABIES 
Under the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
regulations Chapter 111 , General Laws as amended by Chapter 
265, Acts of 1938 , Sections 6 and 7 "Dog Bite" is declared 
a disease dangerous to public health . 
Chapter 129 , Section 21 of the General Laws, was amended 
under Chapter 29 , Acts of 1963 to read : "All dogs knoi,,m to 
have bitten persons shall be quarantined for a period of ten 
(10 ) days for observation , at the end of which period , if no 
symptoms of rabies have developed, said animals may be released 
from quarantine on order of the Director . " 
Investigation of reported injuries inflicted to per sons 
by biting dogs and the quarantining of such dogs is one of the 
duties of the Inspector of Animals . 
The brains of six hundred and s eventeen ( 617) animals 
were sent to Wassermann Laboratory for examination. 
The following tabulation is a r ecord of bites inflicted 
by dogs and other animals . 
1978 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
1979 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
Totals 
Rel eased 
Quarantined 
Animals 
626 
768 
584 
768 
764 
314 
386 
226 
576 
828 
859 
831 
7 , 530 
RABIES 
Bite Cases 
Destroyed 
No 
Edamination 
1 
0 
1 
7 
2 
0 
1 
0 
5 
1 
4 
5 
27 
Heads to 
Laboratory 
NEGATIVE 
62 
99 
55 
53 
36 
27 
39 
15 
39 
39 
52 
53 
569 
Heads to 
Laboratory 
POSITIVE 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
7 
Heads to 
Laboratory 
UNSATIS-
FACTORY 
14 
10 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
2 
3 
4 
41 
RABIES 
Bite Cases --- Fiscal Year 1979 
Peleased estroyed Heads to Heads to Heads to 
Quarantined No Laboratory Laboratory Laboratory 
Animals Examination NEGATIVE POSITIVE UNSATIS-
FACTORY 
Bat 1 0 123 7 28 
Cat 182 7 88 0 0 
Chipmunk 1 0 22 0 1 
Co, 0 0 1 0 0 
Dog 7,25L 20 178 0 3 
Donkey 1 0 0 0 0 
Duck 1 0 0 0 0 
Ferret 0 0 1 0 0 
Fish 1 0 0 0 0 
Fox 0 0 7 0 3 
Gerbil 10 0 7 0 2 
Guinea Pig 3 0 2 0 0 
Hamster 28 0 12 0 0 
Mole 0 0 0 0 1 
Monkey 3 0 0 0 0 
Mouse 8 0 9 0 0 
Muskrat 0 0 1 0 0 
Pony 0 0 1 0 0 
Rabbit 11 0 8 0 0 
Raccoon 4 0 24 0 1 
Rat 7 0 10 0 0 
Sheep 0 0 1 0 0 
Skunk 9 0 20 0 0 
Snake 1 0 0 0 0 
Squi:?.'"'rel L+ 0 L+o 0 ') c.. 
Turtle 1 0 0 0 0 
Vole 0 0 11 0 
Weasel 0 0 2 0 0 
Woodchucl{ 0 0 1 0 0 
Totals 7,530 27 569 7 41 
CATTLE IMPORTS 
7 /1/78 - 6/30/79 
Arkansas 6 Nevada 3 
Canada 173 New Hampshire 491 
Colorado 2 New York 2321 
Connecticut 1406 Rhode Island 207 
Florida 1 Ohio 1 
Georgia 2 Pennsylvania 160 
Illinois 4 Tennessee 13 
Maine 1389 Texas 17 
Maryland 2 Vermont 582 
Michigan 17 Virginia 30 
Missouri 31 Wisconsin 3 
Montana 1 
TOTAL - 6,859 
Six hundred and thirteen (613) permits, covering six thousand 
eight hundred fifty-nine (6,859) head of cattle were issued. 
EXPORTS --- JULY 1, 1978 THRU JUNE 30, 1979 
Interstate certificates of health were issued on five thousand 
sixty-three (5,063) head of cattle ; ten (10) goats; one hundred 
thirty-three (133} sheep; one hundred thirty-six (136} swine and 
five hundred thirty-five (535) birds, exported to other states, 
as follows: 
DESTINATION 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Maryland 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
GOATS 
Florida 
Oregon 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin Islands 
SHEEP 
Connecticut 
Illinois 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Isl and 
Vermont 
Virginia 
5 
1 
3 
1 
10 
4 
1 
19 
1 
88 
1 
11 
1 
1 
6 
133 
CATTLE 
HEAD 
56 
46 
2.3 
6 
704 
1 
463 59 
34 
19 
17 
64 
~ 
2 
16 
DESTINATION 
Montana 
Nevada 
New Hamp shire 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Lakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
Texas 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Maine 
New Ha.mp shire 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Vermont 
Hawaii 
New Hampshire 
SWINE 
BIRDS 
HEAD 
6 
1 
430 
1185 
5 
2 
11 
7 
30 
~ 
1 
179 
932 
112 
61 
5,063 
2 
11 
28 
44 
10 
40 
1 
136 
/ 
PERMITS TO FEED GARBAGE TO SWINE 
VESICULAR EXANTHEMA PROGRAM 
Chapter 655 - Acts of 1953 
Fiscal Year 1979 
During the fiscal year 1979, eighty-five (85) Permits 
were issued for Feeding Garbage to Swine. 
LICENSE TO DEAL IN PORCINE ANIMALS 
In accordance with General Laws, Chapter 129, Secs. 39, 
40, 43, as amended by Chapter 312, Acts of 1971, twenty-
one (21) Swine Dealer Licenses and twenty-four (24) plates 
were issued. 
LICENSING OF PET SHOPS 
In accordance with Chapter 129, Section 39A of the 
General Laws, Chapter 993, Acts of 1971, two hundred and 
thirty-five (235) Licenses were issued for the Operation 
of Pet ~ops. 
CERTIFICATES OF EQUINE EXAMINATION 
July 1, 1978 - June 30, 1979 
During the fiscal year 1979, we issued two hundred and 
thirty-four (234) Certificates of Equine Examination for 
three hundred and seventy-one (371) horses leaving the state 
of Mass. for shows, fairs, races and sales. 
We received four hundred and fourty-nine (449) Certificates 
of Equine Examination for seven hundred and ninety (790) 
horses that came into the State for exhibition, racing, breeding 
and for purchase by Mass. horse men. These horses came from 
fourty (40) States, also, Canada which one hundred and six (106) 
Certificates came in for one hundred and fourteen (114) horses, 
England which eight (8) Certificates came "in for nine (9} \ 
horses, France which on (1) Certificate came in for one (1) 
horse, Holland which one (1) Certificate came in for five (5) 
horses, Ireland which two (2) Certificates came in for two (2) 
horses, Netherlands which one (1) Certificate came in for one 
(1) horse . 
EQUINE ENCEPHALOMYELITIS 
Equine encephalomyelitis was again reported in horses 
this year . Undoubtedly this resulted f vom the failure of 
horses owners to get their animals vaccinated . Thjs calls 
f~r an informational and educational program for the comi ng 
spring season of 1980 . 
MISCELLANEOUS DISEASES 
Exotic Newcastle Disease 
Johne's 
Tuberculosis 
72 Birds 
60 - 70 Goats 
1 Dog, 2 Cats, 2 Kittens 
EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANEMIA 
(Report of Coggins Test) 
July 1, 1978 - June 30, 1979 
COUNTY TOTAL NEGATIVE POSITIVE 
Barnstable 511 5Jll 0 
Berkshire 722 720 2 
Bristol 1,228 1,227 1 
Dukes 231 231 0 
Essex 2,162 2.162 0 
Franklin 612 612 0 
Hampden 2,244 2,237 7 
Hampshire 923 923 0 
Middlesex 2,957 2,957 0 
Nantucket 42 42 0 
Norfolk 1,404 1,404 0 
Plymouth 1,369 1,368 1 
Suffolk 575 575 0 
Worcester 1,908 1,906 2 
TOTALS 16,888 16,875 13 
Annual Repor t 78 - 79 
LIC ENSING OF RIDING SCHOOLS AND RI DI NG I NS rRUCTORS 
Se ctions 2A and 2B of Chapter 128 of t h e Mas s achu set ~s J eneral Laws, 
with Rules and Re gulations promulgated for each section , require the 
licensing of Horseback Riding Instructors and Riding Schools/Stables . 
The licensing year for eacrt section runs from April 1st through the fol -
lowing Mar ch 31st , causing some overla p between new applications and/or 
late renewals during a fiscal year . 
Since a certain number of applications for Riding Instructor License can-
not be completed, not every application results in a license . 
Betwe en July 1 , 1978 and June 30 , 1979 income from Section 2A : $15 , 407 . 00 
Breakdown as f ollows : 171 Applicati ons @ 10 . 00 
1 duplicate @ 2 . 00 
913 licenses @ 15.00 
Of the 913 licenses , 121 were new for fy 19 79 
and 792 were renewals 
1710 . 00 
2 . 00 
13695 . 00 
Between July 1, 1978 and J une 30, 1979 the income from Section 2B 
totalled $13 , 204 . 00 with a breakdown as follows : 
2 duplicates @ 2 . 00 4.00 
8 non- profit Stables @ no charg e -----
2 64 applications @ 50 . 00 13,200 . 00 
Beginning of fy 1979 there were 4 applications pending MSPCA approval 
Ending fy 1979 there were 8 applications pending MSPCA approval 
Total "pending" for fy 1979 : 4 
(Rules/Regulations require two -month time lapse from application to 
licensure , during which time MSPCA inspections are made and their 
approval for licensure g iven or not g iven . ) 
QUARANTINE STATION AT LITTLETON 
Total number of livestock received at the Farmers Live Animal 
Market in Littleton from July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979 was as 
follows: 
Cattle 11,954 
Calves 14,251 
Swine 17,761 
Sheep 248 
Horses 291 
TOTAL 44,505 
In addition to FL.A1-1E i n Littleton, the following animals were 
received and sold at the Livestock Auction in Easton and the 
Northampton Cooperative Auction Association, Inc . in Whately, 
Massachusetts: 
EASTON 
Cattle 
Calves 
Sheep and Goats 
TOTAL 
5,825 
6,373 
833 
13,031 
Cattle 
Calves 
WHATELY 
Sheep and Goats 
Swine 
TOTAL 
LICENSED DEALERS IN BOVINE ANIMALS 
4,711 
10,901 
2,031 
2,200 
19,843 
During the fiscal ye ar 1979, there were ninety (90) licenses 
issued to dealers in dairy and beef cattle, and one hundred and 
twenty-seven (127) plates were sent out for use on the trucks 
operated by these dealers. 
A total of six thousand, three hundred and nineteen (6,319) dairy 
cattle and thirteen (13) beef cattle were reported by licensed 
dealers as purchased and sold. 
